Saint Joseph Catholic Church
34290 US Highway 98
Lillian, Alabama 36549
March 29, 2020

Fifth Sunday of Lent

Ez 37:12-14, Ps 130:1-8, Jn 11:1-45

Pastor: Rev. James Singarayar, HGN

Secretary: Elizabeth Edwards
Business Manager: Tracey Bryant
Catechetical Leader: Pat Hilderbrandt

MASS SCHEDULE
Angelus and Holy Rosary recited
30 minutes before each Mass.
Saturday Vigil:
5:00 PM
Sunday:
8:00 AM & 10:30 AM
Tuesday–Friday: 8:00 AM
First Saturday:
8:00 AM
First Friday Adoration: 8:30 AM–6:00 PM
Holy Days:
8:00 AM & 6:00 PM

Welcome!
We extend a warm welcome to the
individuals and families celebrating with
us today. We invite you to register with our
parish family by completing the Parish
Census form and signing our guest log.
“Therefore welcome one another as Christ has
welcomed you for the glory of God.”
Romans 15:7

CONFESSION
Saturday 4:00-4:30 PM
and
by appointment (please call the office/rectory).

Office/Fax: (251) 962-3649
Rectory: (251) 224-5557
Email: office@saint-josephs.org
Web: www.saint-josephs.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/saintjosephlillian
Office Hours: 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM Monday, Tuesday & Thursday

Fifth Sunday of Lent
March 29, 2020

Mass Intentions
Saturday
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

Jack & Arleen Wall / J. & P. Hilderbrandt
Fifth Sunday of Lent
Living and Deceased Parishioners
Mary Smith / E. Scott Family
Mary Smith / C. & M. Malone
Rev. Howard Moussier, OSB/Scott Family
St. Francis of Paola, Hermit
Rev. Msgr. Maurice Shields / Scott Family
First Friday Mass Association, Members
In Reparation to Immaculate Heart of Mary

To request a Mass in memory of or for the
welfare of a loved one, please call the office.
PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK

Parishioners: Bob Caudill, Ginny Cook, Genny Dubin,
Richard & Barbara Fortunati, Harold Hayes, June
Henderson, Mary Keyser, Monroe Matheny, Bob &
Margaret Nail, Vera Patterson, Claire & Bill Patton,
Nathan Scott, Theresa Wilmeth, David Woodford, Bill
Zielinski
Homebound: Juanita Baena, Patricia Henderson,
Vincent & Anna Marie Murphy, Carol Rhodes, Loretta
Roy, John Santa Cruz
Assisted Living: Paul Peschel, Jerome & Mary Radtke
Non-parishioners: Rev. David P. Carucci, Rev. Angel
Paris, Marlin (Babe) Rohan, Bill & Susanne Roman,
Whitney Scott, Art Treinen
If you or someone you know is homebound, ill, due to
have surgery or is in the hospital and would like a visit
from the pastor, receive the sacraments or prayers,
call the office or the rectory.

Prayer Requests

Financial Contributions

This is going to be a difficult time for many, but
if you are able to continue giving an offering to
the church, please consider paying by dropping it
off or mailing it to the parish office.

Stewardship for March 22, 2020 = $672

Kindly pray for our parish family and all those
who are journeying in a special way with Our
Lord Jesus Christ.

Call Terry Danson at 251-961-2165 or
email tsdanson@gmail.com

ARCHDIOCESAN UPDATES
The suspension of public worship services and most
church activities in the Catholic churches of the
Archdiocese of Mobile is extended through April 18,
2020. The church will be open for private prayer
from 7:30 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. Please pray for us
during these uncertain times.
Please refrain from visiting the rectory and office,
but please feel free to call the office for any reason
during working hours. You can also call the rectory
to speak with the pastor for any pastoral emergency.

Spiritual Communion As it is not possible to
receive Holy Communion at this time, it is
important to remember the tradition of Spiritual
Communion. This is a special prayer to recite at
the moment of Holy Communion in the Mass.
An example of this prayer is as follows:
My Jesus, I believe that You are present
in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love You above
all things, and I desire to receive You into my
soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive You
Sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my
heart. I embrace You as if You were already
there and unite myself wholly to You. Never
permit me to be separated from You. Amen.

Prayer for the Dead
We extend our sympathy and prayers for peace
and comfort to the family and friends of Mary
Hillestad, who passed away on March 21, 2020.
May her soul rest in peace.
Eternal Rest Grant Unto Her O Lord; May Your
Perpetual Light Shine Upon Her.

First Friday Memorial Mass Association
Our Loved Ones – Bob & Margaret Nail
Living & Deceased Kaiser, Klein & Murphy Families
Living & Deceased Scott & Weiss Families
Living & Deceased Bush, Alvarez & McAleer Families
Living & Deceased Mullek & McCandless Families
Living & Deceased Patton & Norton Families
Living & Deceased Shields, Self & Chambers Families
Intentions of the President of the USA

Jim & Mary Link
A.M.S. Warriner
Doris Mullek
Margaret A. Mullek
Joe Lacoy
Teresa Prevost

Living & Deceased Gardner & Donovan Families
James D. & Mary Lou Chunn Partridge & Families
Living & Deceased Lacoy & Clancy Families
Living & Deceased Kearns & Patterson Families
Living & Deceased Altar Society Members
Living & Deceased of Peter Galvano Family
The Baptized who do not practice their faith
The Holy Souls in Purgatory

Reflection for the Day
Once a Religious Sister looked at the face of a man
sitting in front of her in the street. He was undergoing
severe pain though he tried not to show it. The wound
on his leg had rotted, and pus was seeping through the
old cloths he had wrapped around it. As the Sister was
trying to remove the bandage, he objected and told
her, “Sister, don’t remove the bandage; the smell will
be unbearable.” The bad odor had already filled the
room as he entered. Sister told him, “Unless I clean
the wound and apply medicine, the wound won’t be
healed.”
When Jesus came near the tomb of Lazarus and asked
to take away the stone, Martha protested, “Lord, by
this time there will be an odor, for he has been dead
four days.” The name Lazarus means “helpless.” In
the tomb he is completely bound up: his hands and
feet bound with strips of linen, his mouth gagged, a
cloth around his head–lifeless in the tomb with a stone
in front and the smell of decay inside.
Does Lazarus remind us of our condition and the
condition of the society we live in? We are like that
man Lazarus–helpless, frustrated, bound up, smelly,
decaying and dead. We have our hurts and wounds,
which we don’t want to show others. We have our
guilt feelings, frustrations, sinfulness, which we want
to hide from others.
We also protest: “Don’t roll the stone away. Leave
things as they are. The smell will be unbearable. Let
us not discuss these issues.” We want to bury them
under the stone.

But Jesus says, “Take away the stone.” He calls out,
“Lazarus, come out,” and the dead man came out. The
grave cloths are taken off and he started to live.
Today Jesus wants us to do the same in our society
where we live as he did to Lazarus. About Lazarus,
Jesus had said, “Our friend Lazarus.” Reaching the
tomb of Lazarus, Jesus wept, and the people said, “See
how much he loved him.”
About his love, Jesus said that there was no greater
love than laying down one’s life for a friend, and he
did what he had told. We often hear and sing this
popular song:
“What a friend we have in Jesus, all our sins and grief to bear.
What a privilege to carry everything to God in prayer.
O what peace we often forfeit, O what needless pain we bear
All because we do not carry everything to God in prayer.”

This song reminds us to carry all our wounds, worries
and sorrows to him.
Next week on Good Friday we will hear the thief on
the right side of the cross pleading to Jesus, “Jesus,
remember me when you come in your kingly power.”
Jesus gave him the promise of paradise, forgiving all
his past deeds.
Let us remember that it is a privilege to carry
everything to him rather than to be buried in the tomb
of our sinfulness and frustrations.

The Prayer of Pope Francis to Our Lady for Protection from the Coronavirus Pandemic
O Mary, you always shine on our path as a sign of salvation and of hope. We entrust ourselves to you, Health
of the Sick, who at the Cross took part in Jesus’ pain, keeping your faith firm. You know what we need, and we
are sure that you will provide so that as in Cana of Galilee, we may return to joy and to feasting after this time
of trial. Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform to the will of the Father and to do as we are told by Jesus,
who has taken upon himself our sufferings and carried our sorrows to lead us, through the Cross, to the joy of
the resurrection. We flee to your protection, Holy Mother of God. Do not ignore our prayers in our time of
need, but from every danger free us always, O glorious, O blessed Virgin. Amen.
MASS WITH ARCHBISHOP RODI
Every morning at 8:00 a.m., a Mass celebrated by Archbishop Thomas Rodi will be available on the
Archdiocese of Mobile website (www.mobarch.org). The Mass can be viewed at any time during the day.

Encounter Lent

Go to https://us.magnificat.net/free and sign up to
receive the Magnificat online for free!

With a CRS Rice Bowl, become companions
on the journey that changes lives. Pick up
your Rice Bowl at all church entrances.

MARCH CHURCH CLEANING SCHEDULE
Mary Manolakis, Hannah Gale
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