Saint Joseph Catholic Church
34290 US Highway 98
Lillian, Alabama 36549
March 22, 2020

Fourth Sunday of Lent
Sm 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a Ebh 5:8-14 Jn 9:1-41

Pastor: Rev. James Singarayar, HGN

Secretary: Elizabeth Edwards
Business Manager: Tracey Bryant
Catechetical Leader: Pat Hilderbrandt

MASS SCHEDULE
Angelus and Holy Rosary recited
30 minutes before each Mass.
Saturday Vigil:
5:00 PM
Sunday:
8:00 AM & 10:30 AM
Tuesday–Friday: 8:00 AM
First Saturday:
8:00 AM
First Friday Adoration: 8:30 AM-6:00 PM

Welcome!
We extend a warm welcome to the
individuals and families celebrating with us
today. We invite you to register with our
parish family by completing our Parish
Census form and signing our guest log.
“Therefore welcome one another as Christ has
welcomed you for the glory of God.”
Romans 15:7

CONFESSION
Saturday 4:00-4:30 PM
and
by appointment (please call the office).

Office/Fax: (251) 962-3649
Rectory: (251) 224-5557
Email: office@saint-josephs.org
Web: www.saint-josephs.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/saintjosephlillian
Office Hours: 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM Monday, Tuesday & Thursday

Fourth Sunday of Lent

ARCHDIOCESAN UPDATES

March 22, 2020

Effective Wednesday, March 18, all Masses are
suspended in the Archdiocese of Mobile. The
church will be open for private prayer from 7:30 a.m.
until 5:00 p.m. Please pray for us during these
uncertain times.
In accordance with the statement from Archbishop
Thomas J. Rodi issued on March 17, 2020, there will
be minimal staff at St. Joseph.
Please refrain from visiting the rectory and office,
but please feel free to call the church office for any
reason during working hours. You may also call the

Mass Intentions
Saturday
Sunday

Bob & Jill Caudill / R. & B. Fortunati
Fourth Sunday of Lent
Living and Deceased Parishioners

Monday
Pauline Coble / B. Tolbert, M. Minor, R. Alder
Tuesday
Mary Smith / B. Kuntz
Wednesday The Annunciation of the Lord
Barbara Kuntz / Bryant & Johnson Families
Thursday Mary Smith / E. Scott Family
Friday
Mary Smith / Altar Society
To request a Mass in memory of or for the
welfare of a loved one, please call the office.
PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK

Kindly pray for our parish family and all those
who are Journeying in a special way with Our
Lord Jesus Christ.
Parishioners: Bob Caudill, Ginny Cook, Genny
Dubin, Richard & Barbara Fortunati, Harold Hayes,
June Henderson, Mary Keyser, Monroe Matheny, Bob &
Margaret Nail, Claire & Bill Patton, Nathan Scott, David
Woodford, Vera Patterson, Bill Zielinski, Theresa Wilmeth
Homebound: Juanita Baena, Patricia Henderson,
Vincent & Anna Marie Murphy, Loretta Roy, John Santa
Cruz, Carol Rhodes
Assisted Living: Paul Peschel, Jerome & Mary Radtke
Non-parishioners: Rev. David P. Carucci, Rev. Angel
Paris, Marlin (Babe) Rohan, Bill & Susanne Roman,
Whitney Scott, Art Treinen
If you or someone you know is homebound, ill, due
to have surgery or is in the hospital and would like a
visit from the pastor, receive the sacraments or
prayers, call the office or the rectory.
Prayer Requests
Call Terry Danson at 251-961-2165 or
email tsdanson@gmail.com

ATTENDANCE LAST WEEKEND
5:00 PM = 39 8:00 AM = 45 10:30 AM = 61
Total = 145
STEWARDSHIP for March 15, 2020
Offertory = $1,791
Maintenance = $120
Renovation Project = $110
Second Collections = $248

Prayer for the Dead
We extend our sympathy and prayers for peace
and comfort to the family and friends of Dotsie
Santa Cruz. May her soul rest in peace.
Eternal Rest Grant Unto Her O Lord; May Your
Perpetual Light Shine Upon Her.

Pray the Rosary
If families will but listen to my message and give
Our Lady ten minutes of their twenty-four hours by
reciting the daily Family Rosary, I assure them that
their homes will become, by God’s grace,
peaceful, prayerful places—little heavens, which
God the Author of home life has intended they
should be!

MASS WITH ARCHBISHOP RODI
Every morning at 8:00 a.m., a Mass celebrated by
Archbishop Thomas Rodi will be available on the
Archdiocese of Mobile website (www.mobarch.org).
The Mass can be viewed at any time during the day.

First Friday Memorial Mass Association
Our Loved Ones – Bob & Margaret Nail
Living & Deceased Kaiser, Klein & Murphy Families
Living & Deceased Scott & Weiss Families
Living & Deceased Bush, Alvarez & McAleer Families
Living & Deceased Mullek & McCandless Families
Living & Deceased Patton & Norton Families
Living & Deceased Shields, Self & Chambers Families
Intentions of the President of the USA

Jim & Mary Link
A.M.S. Warriner
Doris Mullek
Margaret A. Mullek
Joe Lacoy
Teresa Prevost

Living & Deceased Gardner & Donovan Families
James D. & Mary Lou Chunn Partridge & Families
Living & Deceased Lacoy & Clancy Families
Living & Deceased Kearns & Patterson Families
Living & Deceased Altar Society Members
Living & Deceased of Peter Galvano Family
The Baptized who do not practice their faith
The Holy Souls in Purgatory

Reflection for the Day
Today we have for our reflection the healing of the
blind man in the typical Johannine way of narration.
The theme is very simple. Jesus heals a man who is
born blind. The Pharisees and his opponents take this as
an opportunity to accuse Jesus. Finally the man is
thrown out of the synagogue. Jesus meets him and
reveals himself, and he believes in Jesus and worships
him. John uses this miracle to bring forth the theme of
spiritual blindness and presents Jesus as the “Light of
the World.”

what would be the significance of mud and spittle here.
Of course saliva is of medicinal value. There are
instances of anointing people with mud and spittle in
Jewish history. Rabbinical sources say that the spit of a
holy person, especially during fasting, can cause
healing, and it can be a blessing to the person. If we
look at it from that perspective, here Jesus is presented
as a holy person and it can be contrasted against the
accusation of the Pharisees that Jesus was a sinner since
he did not obey Sabbath.

It is interesting to note that the miracle is described in
just two verses, while the controversy surrounding it is
described in thirty-nine verses. This is the sixth miracle
of Jesus in the Gospel of John. Unlike other Gospels,
John uses each of the miracles to interpret some basic
themes regarding Jesus and his teachings. In the Old
Testament, we find only one incident of the healing of
the blind described in Tobit chapter 7. But there Tobit
was not born blind. Moreover, the healing in this
passage takes place on a Sabbath, making it a
controversial issue.

Particularly the attitude of the Pharisees is worth noting.
The overwhelming sense of “We know everything” and
“You don’t know anything” attitude of the so-called
religious and learned is exhibited here. They are
thoroughly arrogant. The arrogant tries to find fault with
others and is eager to point fingers at others. In his eyes,
all except himself are great sinners. They consider
themselves all knowledgeable. This arrogant pharisaic
attitude is seen sometimes in us, also. We too are eager
to find fault with others, placing ourselves on a high
pedestal whereas in reality, we may be the worst
sinners. Let us come out of the cocoons of arrogance.

The narration starts with a pertinent question that
people usually ask: “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his
parents, that he was born blind?” Suffering is an eternal
human experience. “Why do I suffer? Why must
suffering exist? What causes the suffering? Is suffering
a punishment?” etc., are some of the questions people
often ask. The reason for suffering, especially that of
the innocent, has been a question that troubled people
from time immemorial. Different religions offered
different answers to the questions. Hinduism tried to
answer it through the theory of karma and rebirth. Some
others tried to find solace in arguing that sin, either that
of the person or somebody else, causes the suffering.
Some others tried to solve it by attributing that it is in
the plan of God. Here Jesus does not give a clear
answer to the question, but he says that whatever be the
reason for the suffering, it can be turned into an
occasion to manifest the works of God.
In some miracles Jesus heals the sick by just a word of
mouth or touch. Here a different and unique formula is
used He makes mud with his spittle, applies it to the
blind man’s eyes and asks him to wash his eyes in the
pool of Siloam. Scholars have long been discussing

The gradual progress the blind man makes in his
spiritual journey in the narration is also to be noted. The
questioning also undergoes gradual progress. First he
was just questioned. Then his parents were questioned.
Finally the blind man was brought before the Pharisees
where he was confronted, insulted and thrown out of the
synagogue. The progress made by the man in his path of
faith is seen in the answers he gives. First he regards
Jesus as a “man,” then as a “prophet” and finally as the
“Son of God.” He gradually progresses from darkness
to light. He grows in his relationship with Jesus and
finally Jesus reveals himself to the man. This is the
story of spiritual growth of any disciple. At the same
time, as we progress in the love relationship with the
Master, oppositions also may increase as we see in the
story. Let us grow in our eager desire to “see Jesus,”
who is our Master, our hope and our light. The Master’s
loving gaze will transform our sight into insight and
inner sight. As Helen Keller writes, “Whether love
makes one blind, I don’t know. But that love can help
one see, I and others have experienced that a thousand
times.”
Encounter Lent

MARCH CHURCH CLEANING SCHEDULE
Mary Manolakis, Hannah Gale

With a CRS Rice Bowl, become companions on the
journey that changes lives. Pick up your Rice Bowl
at all church entrances .
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